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Lockerbie Wildlife Trust 
 (www.lockerbie-wildlife-trust.co.uk) 

 

   Eskrigg Reserve 
October 2025 News Bulletin 

 
 
1.  View of Burnswark from the forest road at 8.00am on the 22nd of October 
 "Red Sky in the morning Shepherd's warning" - ?? - It turned out to be a lovely day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Reported wildlife sightings at the Reserve during October 
 a.  Birds:   

  Barn Owl, Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue Tit, Bullfinch, Buzzard, Carrion Crow, Chaffinch, Chiffchaff,  
  Coal Tit, Cormorant, Crossbill, Dunnock, 'Farm Duck', Goldcrest, Goldfinch, Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, Great Tit, Great White Egret, Greenfinch, Greylag, Grey Wagtail, House Sparrow, 
Jackdaw, Jay, Kingfisher, Linnet, Magpie, Mallard, Meadow Pipit,  

  Mistle Thrush, Moorhen, Mute Swan, Nuthatch, Pheasant, Pinkfoot,  
  Raven, Red Kite, Redpoll, Redwing, Robin, Rock Dove, Siskin, Song  
  Thrush, Sparrowhawk, Spotted Flycatcher, Starling, Stock Dove,  
  Stonechat, Swallow, Treecreeper, Tree Pipit, Tree Sparrow, Wigeon,  
  Willow Warbler, Woodpigeon, Wren, Yellowhammer 
 

  b.  Mammals: Bank Vole, Grey Squirrel, Hare, Mole, Rabbit, Red  
   Squirrel, Roe Deer, Stoat, Weasel 
 

 c. Amphibians & Reptiles: Frog, Toad     

 d. Insects: Dragonflies: Common Hawker   
 

Photographs by Jim Rae & Richie Arnott (RA) 

Scottish Charity No: 
SC 005538 

SS 

RA 



 2 

 
3. Selection of October Wildlife photographs  

 
Row 1: Pale Coral, Elfin Saddle, Unidentified Fungus, Wolf's Milk   

Row 2: Sickener, Red Squirrel (BT), Fly Agaric 
Row 3: Scaly Earthball, Redwing (BT), Amethyst Deceiver 

Row 4: Charcoal Burner, Wigeon (BT), Beech Milkcap 
Row 5: Honey Fungus, Cow Parsnip, Conifer Tuft 

  
Photographs by Jim Rae & Brian Taylor (BT)  
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4. Tue. 08 Visit by Lockerbie Primary 5/6  
 

The class of 24 pupils and support staff walked 
down to the Reserve and arrived at 10.00am.   
The Reserve Manager - Jim Rae - met them at the 
shelter and told them a little bit about the history of 
the site. They then headed down through the 
Reserve, noting various features on the way, until 
they reached the Eskrigg Centre. 
 
After depositing their bags containing their packed 
lunches in the Centre, the group went on a short 
walk to gather small items for a later practical.  
They stopped off at a stream and used nets to try 
and catch some of the aquatic invertebrates.    
 

 After returning to the Centre, they split into three groups of eight.   
 Group 1 went off with Gordon Reid to examine some pitfall traps and see what  
 woodland invertebrates had been caught in them.  They then explored the path to  
 the south of the Reserve to see the range of different coloured fungi.   
 

 Group 2 went with David Hughes to the heathland area to practice some Clock  
 Orienteering and to construct some mandalas (see one opposite). 
 

Group 3 went to do a spot of pond dipping with Jim Rae and found 
lots of sticklebacks and a range of invertebrates, including leeches, 
pond snails, damselfly nymphs, mayfly nymphs, water beetles and 
water boatmen. 
 

The three groups rotated round each of these activities, then had a 
break for lunch before going to the Forest Classroom to be taught 
some creative skills by Kaye Borthwick.   
 

  
 
5. Forestry Work during mid-October 
 The timber brash had been cleared and stacked at the sides of  
 the Forest Road earlier in the month.  The brash was then  
 chipped and taken away to the Steven's Croft Power Station to  
 be burnt in order to generate electricity.   
 In the picture, the brash is being fed into the chipper. 
  
6.  Maintenance Work 
 Sat. 04 On returning from holiday, Jim carried out a routine check of the  
 Compost Toilet and discovered that the vaults had become filled up with rain  
 water.  However, he could not find any way how that could have happened.   
 He contacted the toilet supplier and they could not explain it either.  Over the next  
 week he dug up and cleared the area around the soakaway and exposed the ends of  
 the urine gutter to see if he could find an answer, but could find none. 
 Jim arranged for SOS Drains Ltd. to drain the rainwater from the toilet ASAP. 
 
 

Photographs by Jim Rae  
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Fri. 10  In the morning, Derek Campbell and Jim Rae pruned back  
trees along the Woodland Walk via Pip's Corner.   
In the afternoon, Jim returned to treat two of the bench seats with  
Algon to remove the algae and help preserve the timber. 
 

Mon. 13  Jim raked up the leaves from around the Eskrigg Centre and  
from the Centre to the Kingfisher Hide and Forest Road.   
 

Tue. 14  Jim filled in the potholes along the Eskrigg Farm Road in 
the morning and raked the Reserve Path in the afternoon.  

 

Fri. 17   Derek Campbell and Gordon Reid helped Jim to strim and rake the 
path from the Forest Road through the Reserve to the silt trap. 
   

Sat. 18   In the morning, Jim strimmed and raked 
the edges of the Reserve car park while Malcolm 
Couralt and Robbie Mitchell strimmed and raked 
the path from the car park down to the Doggie Bin. 
In the afternoon, Jim cleared away the grass 
rakings.   
 

Fri. 24  Derek Campbell strimmed and raked the 
grassy area beside the shelter while Jim strimmed 
the area around the apple trees near the silt trap. 
 

Sat. 25  In the morning, Robbie Mitchell helped 
Jim to strim and rake the path from the Dog Bin 
down to the Shelter at the start of the Reserve. 
In the afternoon, Jim strimmed the sides of the 
path to the Kingfisher Hide. 

 

Sun. 26  In the morning, Jim raked up the cuttings 
from the path to the Kingfisher Hide.  
  

Mon. 27  Jim noticed a narrow gap at the base of 
the toilet pedestal and arranged for it to be repaired 
by Alan Thompson, the local Blacksmith. 
 

Tue. 28  Jim closed the toilet to the public, took 
the pedestal to the blacksmith and spent the rest of 
the day removing the composted wood shavings from the unused side of the 
toilet ready for SOS Drains Ltd to pump out the water the next day. 

 

 Wed. 29   Greig Paterson and the team at SOS Drains Ltd.,  
 came and pumped out the water from the Compost Toilet and took it 
 away for proper disposal.  They very kindly donated their time  
 and did not charge the Lockerbie Wildlife Trust for their work.   
 

 Fri. 31 Jim collected the repaired pedestal from Alan Thomson  
 (who also generously donated his services to the Trust) and fitted  
 it in its new position in the toilet.  Some fresh wood shavings were 
 scattered in the vault below and the toilet was then cleaned and made  
 ready for opening to the public the next morning - 1st November. 
 

Photographs by Jim Rae  

 

Total people count for October = 1,313 - Average number per day = 42 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Jim Rae (Eskrigg Reserve Manager) 
Address: Carradale, 12 Douglas Terrace, Lockerbie, Dumfries and Galloway, DG11 2DZ 

Mobile: 07739 987 009 - Email: jim.rae2012@gmail.com 


